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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Weber, US 
Patent 5,574,315. 

In regards to claim 1 , Weber discloses all of the claimed elements including an 
opening/closing controlling apparatus for performing an automatic opening/closing 
control of an opening/closing object mounted on a vehicle comprising: 

automatic opening/closing means for automatically opening/closing the 
opening/closing object (Reference is made to Column 2, line 64 - Column 3, line 16); 

collision detecting means (20) for detecting a collision of the vehicle; 

time measuring means (CPU clock) for measuring a time from a time when the 
collision detecting means detects the collision of the vehicle; and 

opening/closing controlling means (electrical signals to actuators) for prohibiting 
automatic opening/closing of the opening/closing object from the time of the collision of 
the vehicle and for permitting the automatic opening/closing by the automatic 
opening/closing means after passage of a predetermined time since the collision 
(Reference is made to Figures 1-7). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-5 and 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Weber in view of Aiyama et al., US Publication 2004/0124027. 

In regards to claims 2-5 and 8-1 1 , Weber discloses all of the claimed elements 
including the opening/closing object being a vehicle window, yet excluding a second 
timer. 

Aiyama et al. has a timer in addition to the CPU clock. Aiyama also tracks two 
separate time periods (Reference is made to Figure 5) utilized to operate the 
lock/unlock system so as to maximize the safety of the passenger. 

Further, Examiner notes that it is known in the art to provide redundant systems 
particularly electronic and electrical control systems so as to ensure proper functioning 
under most situations. An example of this is redundant crash sensors to ensure that the 
acceleration, vibration or attitude changes are detected properly. 

It would have been obvious to have provided Weber with two or more time 
measuring circuits to enable a redundancy or track two time periods in parallel yet 
independently and utilize the time period to control the operation of the opening/closing 
means so as maximize the safety of the vehicle occupants ensuring that they will not be 
prematurely ejected nor will they be held captive. 
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5. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weber in view of Aiyama et al. as applied to claims 3 and 4 above, and further in view of 
Tsai, US Patent 5,469,138. 

In regards to claims 6 and 7, Weber in view of Aiyama et al. discloses all of the 
claimed element excluding the opening/closing object being an automatic door. 

Tsai discloses an automatic door opening mechanism actuated some time after a 
collision or other dangerous situation is detected. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have provided the controlling apparatus of Weber and Aiyama et al. in view 
the teachings of Tsai with an automatic door opening mechanism so as to provide 
ingress/egress from the vehicle without the need of occupant actuation, thus increasing 
the likelihood of an occupant escaping a dangerous situation. 

Examiner notes that Tsai also teaches of a redundant system to provide power to 
the ingress/egress means in the situation that the ignition is inactive. Further illustrating 
the commonplace redundancy serves in automotive design. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BARRY J. GOODEN JR whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5135. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Q. Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-6952. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Q. Nguyen/ Barry J Gooden Jr. 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3616 Examiner 
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